UCI’s Animal Care and Use Program is accredited by AAALAC International, has an Animal Welfare Assurance on file with the NIH Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW), and is registered with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). University Laboratory Animal Resources (ULAR) centrally manages 11 animal housing facilities on the UCI main campus in Irvine and one facility at the UCI Medical Center in Orange, approximately 15 miles from the main campus. These facilities comprise approximately 115,300 sq. ft., including approximately 43,100 sq. ft. of animal housing and 72,200 sq. ft. of support space. ULAR facilities support research involving a variety of laboratory animal species, including rodents and some large animal species. Three surgical suites are equipped to support research involving larger animals. Facilities are available for research involving ABSL-2 and ABSL-3 containment in small species.
Animal care and veterinary services are provided by trained ULAR personnel under the direction of the Attending Veterinarian. Animal housing and use are overseen by the UCI Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) in accordance with applicable federal and state regulations, policies, and guidelines. The program includes routine animal care, veterinary oversight, preventive medicine, species-appropriate health monitoring, and biosecurity measures to support the health and welfare of research animals.
Additional resources supporting animal research are available through UCI’s campus-wide research infrastructure. These include a Transgenic Mouse Facility for the generation of genetically engineered mouse models and a Behavioral Testing Core providing specialized behavioral testing resources. Imaging technologies used in animal research at UCI include magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), computed tomography (CT), positron emission tomography (PET), bioluminescent imaging, and ultrasound, with these capabilities located within individual research laboratories or campus research core facilities.



	

