Shift Research Fund (SRF) Application Template
Applicant Information
Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Faculty Position: Click or tap here to enter text.
School: Click or tap here to enter text.
Department/Center: Click or tap here to enter text.
Cycle: Choose an item.
Year: Click or tap here to enter text.
Off-Cycle Justification: Click or tap here to enter text.
Qualifying Circumstances (Current Financial Need)
Which of the following two circumstances, arising from shifts in federal funding priorities occurring on or after January 1, 2025, apply to your research program:
	☐	Blocked research area. Your area of research has been demonstrably blocked or materially impaired through deemphasis or elimination of a program area; withdrawal, rescission, or indefinite suspension of relevant funding opportunity announcements; restructuring of funding mechanisms such that previously supported work is no longer eligible; or documented guidance from program staff that the area is no longer a priority. This pathway does not require a scored application and accommodates agencies that provide little or no written feedback.

	☐	Meritorious application not funded due to agency priorities. You served as PI, MPI, or Project Director on a federal application that received a merit review outcome within the range historically funded by the relevant agency, institute, or program, and the application was not funded following a determination that it did not meet current or revised agency priorities. Merit evidence depends on agency context: NIH scores and percentiles evaluated against published paylines or funding data for the five federal fiscal years preceding the qualifying event; NSF panel ratings and reviews in the fundable range; or, for agencies that do not disclose scores or provide written feedback, alternative documentation such as selection notifications or program officer communications.


***Provide any available documentation supporting the qualifying circumstances (see last section, Uploads). Documentation may include, but is not limited to:
· Withdrawn, rescinded, or archived funding opportunity announcements (FOAs) relevant to the applicant's research area;
· Official agency notices, program restructuring announcements, or policy guidance indicating the deemphasis or elimination of a program area;
· Written communications from program officers or agency staff confirming that the research area is no longer a funding priority;
· NIH summary statements with scores and percentiles, evaluated against published paylines or funding data for the five federal fiscal years preceding the qualifying event;
· Agency merit review outcomes, panel ratings, or written reviewer feedback demonstrating a score or evaluation in the historically fundable range;
· For agencies that do not disclose scores or provide written feedback, alternative evidence such as selection notifications or documented program officer communications; and
· Evidence of a documented elimination, suspension, or material reduction of the program or funding line through which the application would otherwise have been funded.
Please provide any other information or details related to your qualifying circumstances.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Availability of other funds - Confirmation
	☐	I, the Applicant, confirm that there are insufficient unspent alternative funds (e.g. startup, retention, gift, or discretionary funds) to support the proposed shift in my research.


Shift
Describe your plan to “shift” your research program away from topics or types of research that have been de-prioritized or blocked by federal agencies. Identify the new target sponsor or funding opportunity that a potential SRF award would enable you to pursue.  Alternatively, describe how a potential SRF award would allow you to shift your research strategy such that it would be competitive for the sponsor(s)/funding opportunities that you have traditionally pursued.
Click or tap here to enter text.

Target
Identify the funding target (sponsor, solicitation) that the Shift Research Fund award would enable you to pursue.  Explain how you will use the SRF support to increase your chances of success?
Click or tap here to enter text.

Budget
Provide a detailed budget of proposed expenditures that would allow you to shift your research program. Funds must directly advance the proposed shift. 
Allowable uses include
· pilot studies and experiments to generate new preliminary data;
· salary support for research personnel such as graduate students, postdoctoral scholars, specialists, and technical staff; 
· research supplies, core facility recharge, and computational resources; 
· acquisition of new datasets, samples, or instrumentation access required by the new direction (requests for essential equipment are allowable with justification); 
· training in new methods or technologies for the investigator or group members; and 
· travel essential to establishing new collaborations or accessing new research sites. 
Funds may not be used for faculty salary or summer salary supplementation, teaching release or course buyouts, continuation of a blocked line of work without redirection, or general discretionary purposes.
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Additional budget details or justifications may be provided here:
Click or tap here to enter text.
***Uploads and Submission
The following items should be uploaded with the submission:
· The completed application form.
· Supporting documentation for qualifying circumstances (as applicable).
· Biosketch and Current & Pending Support documents
· A memo from the applicant's Chair or Dean that includes a confirmation that applicants lack other funds sufficient, to execute the proposed shift is required. Investigators with substantial unspent startup or retention, gift, or discretionary funds will not be prioritized for funding. If voluntary cost-sharing will be provided, please describe the commitment.
SRF applications may only be submitted by the relevant Dean’s Office through the online portal at uci.infoready4.com. 
